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In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 


Praise is to Allah Alone, and peace and blessings be 
upon the Prophet and his family and Companions 


The First Treatise 
Important Issues on Zakat 


This treatise aims at exhorting and reminding the 
significance of the Zakát towards which most of the 
Muslims are very careless as they are not particular 
in giving it out, in spite of the fact that it is one of 
the five pillars of Islam and that without it Islam 
cannot be firmly established. The Prophet صلى الله عليه‎ 


said:‏ وسلم 


uud ar‏ ل Sa ap:‏ وَإِيْنَاءٍ الرّكاق 

: ji م‎ c^ وَصوام زان‎ 
“Islam is based on five (pillars): To testify that 
there is no God except Allah, and Muhammad 


is the Messenger of Allah; To offer Salat 
(prayer); To pay Zakat (obligatory charity); To 
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observe Saum (fasts during the month of 
Ramadan) and; To perform Hajj (pilgrimage 
to Makkah)." 


It is obligatory upon every Muslim, in possession of 
wealth, to pay Zakát (obligatory charity). This 
Islamic command possesses plenty of advantages of 
which some are mentioned below: 


1. lt meets the needs of the poor of the society. 


2. It strengthens the good relation between the rich 
and the poor, as everyone is naturally inclined 
towards the one who does good to him. 

3. ]t purifies one's self and sanctifies it; and it 
purges one's moral of covetousness and miserliness; 
as is stated in the Qur'án: 


dC eor o Alp Xy 


"Take Sadaqa (alms) from their wealth in order 
to purify them and sanctify them with it" (9:103). 


4. It promotes open-handedness, generosity and 
sympathy in a Muslim towards the needy persons. 


5. It draws Allah's blessing; causes increase in 
wealth and the replacement of spent out; as Allah 
describes: 


>45 " A’. Į% 


E RE ASA E M ن کیو‎ AIS > 


“And whatsoever you spend of anything (in 


Allah’s cause), He will replace it. He is the 
Best of those Who grant Sustenance." (34:39). 


And also the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ has stated in an 
authentic Hadith that Allah says: 


pa Gal ol " uL‏ عَلِيكَ) 


“O Children of Adam! If you give (in Allah’s 
cause), We shall give you.’ 


And there are many more benefits in it. 


On the contrary, a severe punishment would incur 
upon those who act miserly and are negligent in 
paying out the Zakát. Allah describes regarding 
them: 
dt 5 qu كروك الدع‎ Sy 
BULGE © أل‎ Me TS أ‎ Lc 
AA "m meals بها‎ LER LL تار‎ 
COGS CASS EU 
"And those who hoard up gold and silver (A/- 
Kanz—the money, the Zakát of which has not 
been paid), and spend it not in the Way of 
Allah,—announce unto them a painful 
torment. On the Day when that (A/-Kanz: 
money, gold and silver, etc., the Zakat of 
which has not been paid) will be heated in the 
fire of Hell and with it will be branded their 
foreheads, their flanks, and their backs: (and it 


S 


will be said unto them): ‘This 1s the treasure 
which you hoarded for yourselves. Now taste 
of what you used to hoard'." (9: 34, 35) 


The above verses clarify that the wealth of which 
Zakát has not been paid, is a hoarded treasure for 
which its owner would be punished on the Day of 
Resurrection. The same has also been described by 
the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ in the oa Hadith: 


B إلا‎ Gir يودي‎ A im, مِنْ صَاحبٍ ذ ذهب‎ Un 
25 نار‎ dis ees pol ا‎ 


لبها في تار pe‏ فيكوى بها aes CS‏ هره 
B'S Lil agus‏ يوم كَانَ AT o DU.‏ 


لف Gas SE‏ بَيْنَ ALS cx Gail‏ | إلى 

Us إلى‎ al i 
"If any owner of gold or silver does not pay 
what is due on him, when the Day of 
Resurrection would come, plates of fire would 
be beaten out for him; these would then be 
heated in the fire of Hell, and his sides, his 
forehead and his back would be cauterised 
with them. Whenever these cool down, (the 
process is) repeated during a day the extent of 
which would be fifty thousand years, until 
judgement is pronounced among slaves, and 
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he sees whether his path is to take him to 
Paradise or to Hell." 


Then the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ informed of the owners 
of the camels, cows, and goats; who do not pay their 
Zakat, that they would be punished on the Day of 
Judgement. 


The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ said: 
Bs Oe عم و ال ع‎ dM NE NT وه‎ CE ES dU TAB. ap 
d فلم بود زکاته مثل له شاعا‎ NU من اتاه الله‎ 
PT E at E kis E de 
a م اا بلهزمتیه‎ eakal يطوقه يوم‎ QU) له‎ 


ENT NE CES‏ الا اا 
“Whoever is made wealthy by Allah and does‏ 
not pay the Zakát of his wealth, then on the‏ 
Day of Resurrection, his wealth will be made‏ 
like a bald-headed poisonous male snake with‏ 
two black spots over the eyes (or two‏ 
poisonous glands in its mouth). The snake will‏ 
encircle his neck and bite his cheeks and say,‏ 
am your wealth, I am your treasure’.‏ 1‘ 


Then the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ recited the noble 
Verse: 


v^ ^A 


9 ولا JES GANGCA‏ يمآ الهم i‏ من aai‏ هو حبرا 
کہ ره وس oy Om BS‏ ل "ttn tA fr‏ : 
هم بل هو سر طم سیطو فون ما لوا ew‏ يوم a Zell‏ 


t 


سے 


“And let not those who covetously withhold of 


that which Allah has bestowed on them of His 
Bounty (wealth) think that it is good for them 
(and so they do not pay the obligatory Zakát). 
Nay, it will be worse for them; the things 
which they covetously withheld shall be tied 
to their necks like a collar on the Day of 
Resurrection.” (3:180) 


Zakat is obligatory on the following four types of 
property: 

1. The produce of earth, like grains and fruits. 

2. The grazing animals. 

3. Gold and silver. 

4. Commercial commodities. 


For all types of properties, Nisab (minimum amount 
of property liable to the payment of Zakát) 15 fixed, 
below which no Zakát would be imposed on them. 


The minimum quantity for the first category 1.e. 
grains, fruits, (wheat, rice, dates, grapes, barley, etc.) 
is 5 (five) Wasq and one Wasq (approx. 135 kgs.) is 
60 (sixty) Sa‘ according to the Sa‘ of the Prophet, 
and one Sá' is equivalent to nearly four times of 
both handsful of a man of average built. 


Moreover, if in cultivation, irrigation was made 
through rains or canal or fountain and like this without 
any effort, one-tenth of the total produce is due to be 
paid as Zakat. 


If the field was irrigated by waterwheels, and other 
devices for irrigation which involved labour; 
twentieth part of the total produce 15 to be paid 5 
Zakat. 


And regarding the Zakát of animals, detailed study 
of it may be had from the authentic Ahadith of the 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ or from scholars of Ahadith, 
as we intend in this booklet only a brief account of 
the subject. 


And the minimum amount (Nisáb) of silver for the 
Zakát to be due on it, is 140 (one hundred and forty) 
Mithqál, which is equivalent to 56 (fifty-six) Saudi 
Riyals. 


And the Nisáb of gold is 20 (twenty) Mithqál which 
is equivalent to 11°/, (eleven and three-seventh) 
Saudi Junaih or 92 (ninety-two) grams. 


Now, the Zakát due on both gold and silver is one- 
fortieth ('/49 or 2.5%) of the total amount (quantity) 
provided one 15 in possession of at least the 
minimum amount (Nisáb) as mentioned above, of 
both or any one of them, and a year has passed over 
them. 


But as regards Zakát on the benefit derived from the 
capital (i.e. original amount), the condition of 
passing over one year on it, does not apply. The 
benefit would be included in the capital (original 
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amount) at the time of calculation for payment of 
Zakat; and likewise the new births in grazing 
animals will be added to the original number of 
animals for the payment of Zakat, if the original 
number reaches the Nisádb and completes a year 
without any consideration of time passed over the 
new births. 


The same ruling, as in gold and silver, holds good in 
the case of currency notes, coins or bills also, 
whether be it dirham or dinar or dollar or others, 
provided its value reaches the minimum amount 
(Nisab) of either gold or silver; and a year has 
passed over it. When the above conditions are 
fulfilled, one-fortieth part ('/49 or 2.5%) of the total 
value would be given out as Zakat. 


The same would apply to the ornaments of the 
women, made from gold or silver for personal use or 
lending as loan, when these reach the Nisáb and one 
year has passed over them, in line with the opinions 
of authentic scholars in the light of Prophet's saying: 


3L YY is D EN = مِنْ صاحب‎ Un 
54 dida SLES opel be i 
Vb, Lt وجي‎ Ce فیکوی بها‎ oe في ار‎ ale 


- 
A 


^J Sài Ex us‏ في يوم Sts‏ مقدارة حمسن 
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GU إلى‎ 15 zzi 


“If any owner of gold or silver does not pay 
the Zakát due on him, when the Day of 
Resurrection would come, plates of fire would 
be beaten out for him; these would then be 
heated in the fire of Hell and his sides, his 
forehead and his back would be cauterised 
with them. Whenever these cool down, (the 
process 1S) repeated during a day the extent of 
which would be fifty thousand years, until 
judgement is pronounced among slaves, and 
he sees whether his path is to take him to 
Paradise or to Hell." 


It is narrated that once the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ : 


Pd Pd 
" e 


o ^* ^L. PLE" — * 5 " e 
من ذهب فقال: «اتعطين‎ Qe alyl له رای بيد‎ 
أن 703 الله"‎ Beech هذا؟» قَالَتْ: لآ قَالَ:‎ 15 

ETEA CA A e o" (^ or PN PS ^ 
44555 d Kan وَقَالَتْ:‎ 
On seeing a woman with two bracelets of gold 
in her hands, asked her whether she gave out 
the Zakát of it. When she replied in negative, 


he (صلى الله عليه وسلم)‎ said, "Would it please you if 
Allah puts on you two bracelets made of fire." 
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On hearing this, she put off these and said, 
“These are for Allah and His Messenger.” 
(Abu Daud, Nasái) 


Also it is narrated by Umm Salamah رضي الله عنها‎ : 


الوادت Bc‏ ازمكاون لمن ENS‏ يار سول 
BEI cus ST cal‏ «مَا بلع G5 53 Of‏ 
P‏ 


While she was wearing an anklet of gold, she 
asked the Prophet عليه وسلم)‎ wi صلى‎ ), “O Messenger 
of Allah! Is it a Kanz (a hoarded wealth)." The 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ replied, "If it has been 
purified (by paying Zakát of it), it is nota 
Kanz (hoarded wealth)." 


This command is also supported by other Ahadith. 


As regards the Zakát on commercial commodities, 
its value would be assessed at the end of one year 
and one-fortieth ('/4o or 2.5%) part of the present 
value would be given out as Zakdát, no matter its 
present value is equal to the purchase value or it is 
more or less. It is in accordance with the Hadith 
narrated by Samurah (us رضي الله‎ ): 


T^ ac 9 e و‎ o% 4 t oic ù Fre d 0 c 
الصدقة من‎ TPY Ol Ural que رسال الله‎ ols? 
( wo AE 
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"Allah's Messenger r, عليه‎ wi صلى‎ enjoined us to 
give out Sadaqah (Zakát) from whatever we 
prepare for sale.” (Abu Daud) 


This includes lands for sale, buildings, cars, 
machinery for deriving water or any other article 
obtained for sale. 


As for buildings constructed for rent but not for sale, 
Zakát should be paid on the rent after a year passes 
over it; but the building itself is not liable for Zakát 
as it is not an item for sale. Likewise, personal cars 
and those for hire are not liable for Zakát since they 
are not meant for sale as the owner has purchased it 
for his use. And if the owner of the rental cars 
accumulates the returns up to the amount that is 
liable for Zakát, then he should pay Zakat if one 
year passes over such money whether he had kept it 
for personal expenses, or for expenses in marriage, 
or for such as settling debts or buying real estate or 
for any other purpose; this is in accordance with the 
evidence of Shariah on the obligation of Zakát. 
According to the authentic views of scholars, debt 
can not be an excuse for nonpayment of Zakát. 


Similar is the case for the wealth or money of 
orphans and mentally retarded people; when it 
reaches the Nisáb and a year passes over it the 
Zakát must be paid, and their guardians should give 
out the Zakát on their behalf when a year passes 


13 


over the goods. According to the Hadith narrated by 
Mu'adh, when he was sent to Yemen, the Prophet 
صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ told him: 


ades : eel uà صَدََهَ‎ eile a Pu op 
(eos في‎ $55 ees Gel 


“Verily Allah imposes upon them Sadaqah 
(alms) on their wealth to be taken from the 
rich and then given to the poor." 


Zakát is Allah’s right and so it is not allowed to give 
it to someone not deserving with the intention to 
gain his favour; nor a person, who doesn’t deserve 
it, is allowed to use it for making gains or saving 
himself from harm. Rather a Muslim should give out 
Zakát to those who deserve it on grounds that they 
are among the people entitled to it and not with any 
other intention; it should be given out with good 
faith and solely to please Allah and in this way he 
will get Allah's reward and replacement. 


Allah categorizes those who deserve Zakat in His 
Noble Qur’ an: 


Cae 54265 وَالْمسدكين‎ aa) قت‎ Al E2303! الصد‎ La] e » 
A Qa وف‎ Gu GS Ct 35 ls algal 
AT CU ass PT 2€ zw ete 

eL AL Le aul’ م الله‎ Aa $ed ob 


*As-Sadaqat (here it means Zakát) are only for 
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the Fugara (poor), and Al-Masakin (the poor) 
and those employed to collect (the funds) and 
for to attract the hearts of those who have been 
inclined (towards Islam); and to free the 
captives; and for those in debts; and for 
Allah’s cause (ie. for Mujahidun—those 
fighting in the holy battles) and for the 
wayfarer (a traveller who is cut off from 
everything); a duty imposed by Allah. And 
Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise." (9:60) 


From this glorious verse ending with the two great 
attributes of Allah ju we get the warning that He, 
Allah jus , 1s aware of the state of His slaves and of 
those among them who deserve or do not deserve 
Zakat. In this verse Allah further tells us that He 1s 
Wise in His Shariah and so he does not put anything 
except in the right position; and hence if anything 
about His Shariah is not clear to anyone, even then 
he should be satisfied with it and obey its 
commands. 


May Allah grant us knowledge in His religion and 
Sincerity in implementing it, and help us in the 
performing of deeds leading to His Pleasure, and 
save from the deeds leading to His Anger. Verily, 
He is All-Hearer and Nearer. May Allah bless His 
slave and His Messenger and his family and his 
Companions. 
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بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful‏ 
From Abdul Aziz bin Abdullah bin Baz to the Muslims.‏ 


May Allah guide me and them to the path of the 
believers, and grant me and them knowledge of the 
Qur'an and the Sunnah. Ameen! 


Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu. 


The Second Treatise 


The Excellence of Fasting in 
Ramadan and Night Prayers in it, 
with Important Rulings not known to 
some People 


Then after: This is a brief exhortation on the 
excellence of fasting in the month of Ramadan and 
getting up at nights for worship during it, as well as 
the benefit of competing in it in good deeds; besides, 
there is also an elaboration of certain vital rules of 
this fasting that might not have come in the 
knowledge of some people. 
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It is an established fact that Allah’s Messenger صلى‎ 
الله عليه وسلم‎ used to inform his Companions about the 
commencement of Ramadan and he الله عليه وسلم‎ Lo 
also used to tell them that the month of Ramadan is 
a month in which the doors of Rahmah (grace) and 
doors of Jannah (Paradise) are opened; while doors 
of Jahannam (Hell) are closed; and during that 


period the devils are tied. The Prophet عليه وسلم‎ Wi صلى‎ 
said: 


z,’ ور م اعم‎ Pie وا ررر‎ Sii x b Ai eae 
الجنة‎ Vl من رمضان فتحت‎ as كانت وَل‎ EL 
PE al "PEL of bou e PAM e 1? Ns 
EX فلم‎ Ge Cyl Caley LU Gh Sls فلم‎ 
EUG مناد‎ ea (OPI وَصَمَدَتٍ‎ CLE Gi 
pu ECCE YE MI tks أقبل‎ ES SSI 
Cee ا‎ lg 
(aly وَذلِك كل‎ 
“When it is the first night of Ramadan, the 
doors of Jannah (Paradise) are opened and 
none of them 15 closed; and the doors of 
Jahannam (Hell) are closed and none of them 
is opened; the devils are tethered; and a caller 
calls saying: ‘O those who seek righteousness, 
get closer; O those who seek evil, be you at a 


loss; it is upon Allah to bar (Hell) fire,’ and 
that will happen every night of Ramadan." 


The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ also said: 
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43 “dl يَعْشَاكمٌ‎ S e اجَاءكُمْ شه رَمَصَانَ‎ 
SEA وَيَسْتَجِيْبُ‎ Ei ey 14 273 
FEES بكم‎ A EE 
£t مَنْ‎ dà ob yu الله من افك‎ Bat 
Cil رَحمّة‎ 

"Ramadan has come to you, the month of 
Barakah (blessings); Allah covers you during 
the month, descends Rahmah (grace), removes 
sins and answers the invocations. Allah sees 
(in this month) your competitions (for good 
deeds) and so He boasts to the angels about 
you. Show Allah what is better (than this) by 


yourselves; verily the wretched are those 
debarred from Allah's Rahmah (grace)” 


And the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ said: 
«xw وَاحْتِسَابَا غَفْرَ له ما‎ Clas] Olas, slo «مَنْ‎ 


d ue وَاحَبَسَايًا‎ Clas] Lana al ومن‎ casa من‎ 
مان‎ 


عم 
- 


سے 1 
?~ 


X G‏ من (A‏ ومن alts els‏ القدر 
G 2 9^ © 2‏ و o o BO.‏ 

oL l5‏ غفرَ له U‏ تقدم من دنبه) 

*Whoever fasts in Ramadan with firm belief 


and expecting reward on it, his previous sins 
are forgiven; and whoever gets up in the nights 
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of Ramadan to worship, with firm belief and 
expecting reward on it, his previous sins are 
forgiven; and whoever gets up at nights of 
Qadr during Ramadan with firm belief and 
expecting reward on it, his previous sins are 
forgiven.” 


The Messenger Ps الله عليه و‎ P said that Allah aay: 
إلى‎ wel p EL «n E Je ^j 


TOWN 
“All the deeds of Adam's sons (people) are for 
them, and the reward of good deeds is 
multiplied ten times to seven hundren times, 
except Saum (fasting) which is for Me. And] 
will give the reward for it. He has left his food, 
drink and desires for My sake; there are two 
pleasures for the person observing Saum, one 
at the time of breaking his Saum and the other 
at the time when he will meet his Lord, and the 
smell coming out from the mouth of a person 
observing Saum is better with Allah than the 
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aroma of musk.” 


There are various Ahadith on the benefits of fasting 
in Ramadan and worshipping at nights therein. 


So a believer should seize this opportunity in which 
Allah has bestowed grace upon the believers. So 
they should aspire to obey Allah, shun bad deeds 
and should work hard in performing what Allah has 
made obligatory on them, particularly offering the 
five prayers, for, these are the pillars of Islam and 
the foremost obligation after the two testimonies. It 
is therefore an obligation upon Muslims (male or 
female) to establish them and perform them in their 
right times with submissiveness and composure. 


Among the most important obligations regarding 
prayers (Salat) upon men is performing them in 
congregation in the houses of Allah (Masjid) in 
which Allah has enjoined that His Name be 
remembered; as He says in His Noble Book: 


CS مع‎ PASS SUNY Xa وَأَقِيمُوا‎ ge 
“And prayers perfectly (Iqamat-as- Salat) 
and give Zakat and Irka‘ (i.e. bow down or 
submit yourselves with obedience to Allah) 
along with Ar-Raki ‘in. " (2:43) 


Allah also says: 
Z o SAL «4 251 23122] A SEO th ae 
للم‎ pac حافظوأ عل المكلوات لوه الوسطل‎ # 


ess 


"Guard strictly the (five obligatory) prayers 
especially the middle (ie. the best) (Asr) 
prayer. And stand before Allah with obedience 
(and do not speak to others during prayers). 
(2:238) 


And He said: 
452 (led Gall 08 ili eal as > 
*Successfull indeed are the believers. Those 


who offer their prayers with all solemnity and 
full submissiveness." (23:1, 2) 


He also said: 
Pied 74^ A ^ ba, 
SS هم‎ IST o5, ee هر عل‎ op » 
4585 e 645 المح‎ o 
"And those who strictly guard their (five 
compulsory congregational) prayers (at their 
fixed stated hours) These are indeed the 
inheritors who shall inherit Firdaus (Paradise). 
They shall dwell therein forever." (23: 9-11) 


The E " صلى الله عليه و‎ said: 
s us n3 اللا‎ Tir to sal VAT 
AS 
“The difference between us (Muslims) and 


them (Kuffar) is prayers and whosoever leaves 
prayer is disobedient (infidel)." 
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Next to Salat (prayers) in importance is to pay 
Zakát, as Allah says: 
pany wires Qui a عا‎ 2 reer) Í] A m » 
€i SNOET ERAAI 
“And they were commanded not, but that they 
shouid worship Allah, and worship none but 
Him Alone (abstaining from ascribing partners 
to Him), and offer prayers perfectly (/gámat-as- 
Salat) and give Zakat and that is the right 
religion. (98:5) 
ss orter e 
1 í fen 75 ^ od A e 4 oe 
r 3 
CB 
"And offer prayers perfectly (/gámat-as- 
Salat), and give Zakát and obey the Messenger 


(Muhammad ,., عليه‎ wı gı ) that you may receive 
mercy (from Allah).” (24:56) 


The Qur’an and the Sunnah of the Messenger صلى الله‎ 
عليه وسلم‎ have described that whoever does not pay 
Zakat over his wealth, shall be punished on the Day 
of Resurrection. 


The most important issue in Islam after prayers and 
Zakat, is fasting during Ramadan which is one of the 
five pillars of Islam as mentioned in the Hadith of 
the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ : 
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1 Y 5i حمس شهادة‎ pr OU d a) 
II «Gps الله وَإِقَام الصّلاة‎ dro aaa ol; 

tl 555 وَصَوْم رَمَضَانَ‎ 
"Islam is based on five (pillars): To testify that 
there 1s no God except Allah, and Muhammad 
is the Messenger of Allah; To offer Salat 
(prayer); To pay Zakat (obligatory charity); To 
observe Saum (fasts during the month of 


Ramadan) and; To perform Hajj (pilgrimage 
to Makkah).” 


A Muslim should protect his/her fasting and waking 
up for worship at nights, from all that Allah has 
forbidden, be it in deeds or in uttering, because the 
purpose of fasting is to obey Allah 4w and glorify 
His sanctities and fight the self against its desires in 
obeying his Lord, and get the self accustomed to 
abstaining from what Allah has forbidden, as the 
fasting does not mean merely abstaining from eating 
and drinking the things that break fast. In this sense 
Allah’s Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ has also said in an 
e Ra 
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“Fasting 15 shield; so when it is a day of 
fasting one should not indulge in obscene 
behaviour or glamour, or shout about; if any 
One quarrels with him or engages him in fight, 
he should say: ‘I am fasting’.” 


The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ further said in an 
authentic Hadith: 


ee mee... Meee qul ee, QC) 
Be een uis cR AL 

حاجة في أن يدع «aluo‏ وَسْرَابَه» 

“Whosoever doesn’t abstain from false 
utterings, obscene deeds and absurd acts, 


Allah does not care for his abstaining from 
eating and drinking." 


What we learn from all the above reports and from 
various others, is that it 15 a must for a fasting person 
to abstain from all that Allah has forbidden and 
strictly guard and observe what Allah has made 
compulsory for him to do. Then, in this way he will 
get forgiveness, protection from the Fire, and 
acceptance of his fasting and Qiyam (i.e. night 
prayers). 


There are other issues which may be not clear 
or unknown to the people 


One of them is: a person should fast with firm belief 
and intention of reward; and not as a show-off or for 
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reputation, or in imitation of other people; rather he 
should fast on the basis of his belief that Allah has 
made it obligatory for him to fast, and in hope of 
reward from Allah. Likewise, passing the night in 
prayer should be done with full confidence and in 
the hope of reward for it; and not for any other 
reason. In this sense, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ said: 


HX UA E VLG CL] OLAx, ple Yn 
4 "ae Lost v TE eo ومن نْ‎ I 


Go] الْقَدْر‎ A وَمَنْ قَامَ‎ cai ot ex ما‎ 

453 من‎ es ما‎ VI i وَاحَبِسَابًا‎ 
“Whoever fasts in Ramadan with firm belief 
and hope of reward, gets his past sins forgiven. 
And whoever stood for prayer at night with 
firm belief and in hope of reward, gets his past 
sins forgiven; and whoever stood for prayer at 
the nights of Qadr (Decree) with firm belief 
and in hope of reward, gets his past sins 
forgiven." 


There are certain problems which some people face 
during their fasting like being wounded, or nose- 
bleeding, or vomiting or devouring water or petrol 
through his throat unintentionally; all these things do 
not vitiate fasting: and whoever vomits intentionally 
will vitiate his fasting: this is in line with the Hadith: 
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P on d VO MF La WE E o o 
ومن استقاء‎ (de clas فلا‎ e Al ذرعه‎ lO 
و‎ E e 
. القضاء)‎ ates 


“Whoever vomits unintentionally, his fast 1s 
not disrupted, but whoever vomits 
intentionally, his fast is disrupted and he has to 
make it up.” 


The person who is Junub (impure after sexual 
intercourse) and has delayed taking bath up to dawn, 
should observe fast. Similarly, the woman whose 
menstrual or labour bleeding has ceased to come 
before dawn and she delays in taking bath up to the 
dawn, she should also observe fast. The delay in 
taking bath up to the dawn to purify oneself from 
cultic impurity, 1s not prohibitive for fasting. However, 
one (he or she) should not delay oneself from 
purification up to sunrise; rather one (he or she) should 
purify oneself and pray Fajr Salat before sunrise. 


Moreover, a man should be prompt enough in this 
regard so that he may join the congregation for Fajr 
Salat. 


Among the things which do not disrupt fasting are: 
blood analysis and injection, if it (the injection) is 
not intended for (intravenous) feeding or 
nourishment. However, if possible, it 1s better to 
delay it (i.e. injection) till night. The Prophet صلى الله‎ 
وسلم‎ ate said: 
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(539 G تك بك إلى‎ 3 pls p» 
"Leave whatever you doubt in, for that in 
which you do not doubt." 
And the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ also said: 
T MENT. 
وَعِرْضهِ)‎ 233) VILLA فقد‎ ole 
“Whoever guards himself against suspicion, 
saves his Faith and honour." 


r 


E p 


Furthermore, among the issues regarding which the 
people are negligent is the composure in Salât 
(prayers), be it the obligatory prayers or 
supererogatory ones: there are authentic Ahadith 
which prove that composure 15 one of the pillars of 
prayers and a prayer is not perfect without it. The 
composure consists in calmness and solemnity in 
Salát and not to make hurry in the postures of Salát 
till the vertebral columns are set right. Many a 
people pray in Tarawih prayer in a manner that they 
do not understand it nor are they tranquil in it. They 
actually move hurriedly back and forth like pecking. 
Such prayer is imperfect and the person praying 
does not get reward for it. 


Another point regarding which people have 
misconception 15 the number of Raka‘at for Tarawih 
prayer: some people think, it is not proper to perform 
Tarawih prayer less than twenty Rak ‘a; others think, it 
should not go beyond eleven or thirteen Rak ‘a. All these 
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are mere thoughts or guessworks on wrong premise; 
actually they are all mistakes that contravene all the 
proven facts. 


There are Sahih Ahadith of Allah’s Messenger صلى‎ 
الله عليه وسلم‎ to the effect that the night prayer is 
unlimited and hence no limitation as to the Rak ‘a ‘, 
can be imposed upon it. Rather it is proven that the 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ used to pray at times 11 
Rak ‘a, at times 13 Rak ‘a, and at times he prayed less 
than these during Ramadan and also in other days. 
When he (the Prophet rL, عليه‎ wı ga) was asked about 
the prayers at night he answered: 

5, do alll sisi qune bp fe fe 

( be 25 Us a) واحدة توت‎ 

“The night prayer should be offered by twos; 

and when one is afraid of approaching the 

dawn, he should pray one Rak ‘a; it will be the 

Witr for all the Rak ‘a prayed before." (Al- 

Bukhari, Muslim) 


So the Prophet ,L, صلى الله عليه‎ actually did not limit the 
Rak‘a for the night prayer, neither in Ramadan nor 
in any other period of the year; so on this basis the 
Companions عنهم‎ wı رضي‎ In the period of Umar us رضي الله‎ 
used to pray at times 23 (twenty-three) Rak ‘a or at 
times 11 (eleven). And all these are proved from 
Umar عنه‎ wı رضى‎ and the Companions in his lifetime. 
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And also some of the Salaf (pious predecessors) 
used to pray in Ramadan, 36 Rak'a and 3 Rak‘a as 
Witr as well, and some others prayed 41. This fact 
was mentioned by Sheikh-ul-Islam Ibn Taimiyah 
الله عليه‎ «a», and also by other learned people. Ibn 
Taimiyah also mentioned that the issue contains 
wide scope: it is better to reduce the number of 


Rak'a for the one who prolongs the recitation, 
bowing (Ruku °) and prostration; and for the one who 
shortens the recitation, bowing and prostration, it is 
better to increase the number of Rak ‘a. 


According to the Prophet's practice it is better to 
pray either eleven or thirteen Rak'a either in 
Ramadan or in other days, since these are the 
numbers of Rak‘a the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ 
performed most ofthe times, and because it is most 
convenient for the performers of prayers and it 
carries solemnity and tranquillity; and whoever 
exceeds this number, is not liable to be objected or 
blamed. Again, it is better for the one who prays 
with the /mam, not to leave him until he finishes the 
prayer and this is in line with the Hadith ofthe 
Prophet dita 


ab ls) £255 op‏ مع امام حت حتى يتصرف Cis‏ الله 


“Verily, ifa man stands with the Imam during 
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Tarawih prayer till the /mam finishes the 
prayer, he will get the reward of standing 
whole night in prayer." 


It is desirable for all Muslims to strive during this 
holy month of Ramadan with all kinds of worship 
like supererogatory prayers, reciting Qur’an with 
meditation and understanding; most frequently 
reciting Tasbih? Tahlil, Tahmid,” Takbir,” 
Istighfar, ® and other supplications as mentioned in 
Shari‘ah. A Muslim should also enjoin others for 
good deeds and prevent from forbidden acts; and 
also call upon people to Allah. He should also be 
more sympathetical to the poor and needy persons 
and strive to do good to the parents, and relatives; 
render hospitality to neighbours and attend the 
patients etc. This is in line with the already 


(J Tasbih means to recite - سبحان الله‎ (Subhdn Allah: Allah is 
glorified). 

( Tahlil means to recite — لاله الا الله‎ (Lû iláhá illa-Allah: There is no 

God except Allah). 

Tahmid means to recite - W الحمد‎ (Alhamdulillah: All praise is to 

Allah). 

Takbir means to recite — الله اكبر‎ (Allahu-Akbar: Allah is the Most 

Great). 

Istighfár means to repent and seek forgiveness before Allah for 

the past sins of the repentant person either by reciting the 

formulae described in Ahadith or with any words in his own 

language, sincerely and humbly. 


(3 


ww 


(4 


- 


(5 


— 
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mentioned Hadith of the Prophet py عليه‎ wi sto: 

P" ^ 2 A ٠ ^. 
BES بكم‎ au إلى تنافسكم فيه‎ “al Sip 

^ "m P "TS ^ 

1556 الله من أنفسكم خَيْرَاء Op‏ الشّقىّ مَنْ حرم فيه 
iw)‏ الله) 

“Allah sees (in this month) your 
competitions (for good deeds) and so He 
boasts to the angels about you: Show Allah 
what is better (than this) by yourselves; verily, 


the wretched are those debarred from Allah’s 
Rahmah (Grace)." 


The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ is reported to have said: 


aoe 


dd LAE yo‏ بِخَضْلَةٍ مِنْ OS SIN JUar‏ كَمَنْ 
GS‏ فريْضة Ld‏ سواه وَمَنْ ool‏ فيه فريضة كان 


lye GB Las سَبْعِيْنَ‎ Sl LAS 
“Whoever wants the approachment of Allah in 
this month (Ramadan) by any of his good deeds 
is like the one who performs obligatory prayer 
in other months. And whoever performs an 
obligatory prayer in this month is like the one 
who performs seventy obligatory prayers in 
other months.” 


The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم‎ also said: 
Eg d.. CURE. gd A عل‎ du ru افو م‎ 
m حجة‎ — JU  ةجح‎ Jiu في رمضان‎ soe) 
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“Umrah in Ramadan is like Hajj ”— or he said 
“like Hajj with me." 


There are numerous Ahadith and traditions which 
prove the legitimacy of competing and contesting in 
the various forms of good deeds in the month of 
Ramadan. 


And He is the Watcher; may He guide us and all the 
Muslims to all the deeds which lead to His Pleasure, 
and accept our fastings and night prayers, and set right 
our state of affairs, improve our conditions and protect 
us from all kinds of trials and afflictions. As we ask 
Him for the righteousness in our rulers, and to gather 
them on Truth, and for it He is the Guardian and the 
Powerful. 


Wassalamu Alaikum | wa Rahmatullahi wa 
Barakatuhu. 
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